
a

a

(coNT. )

Arthur glances

oh,

¿ÄI. ùril\.r- --
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out a porchole near che door; he softens.

ÀRTHUR
look

VOGON COi,ÍPUTER ROOI{ PORTHOLE P .0. V.

i

The Earth M¿rk T'øo shinrmers inc,o vier¡. Ic is perfectLy
stitl for a titomenE, Ehen begins Eo Eurn oa i¿s axis and nove
in its orbic.
EXT. I'I.â¿VÍPSTEAD HE.{Îïi, ENGI.fu\D -. DAY

The people unfreeze bucThe sa!ße as when we lasE saw ic.
conEinue Eo sËare up aË the sky.

INT. VOGON COMPUTER ROOM .. SPACE

lriLlian looks out Ehe PorEhole, Èoo; she's moved.

TRILLIAN'
Earth

The ship's p.r. comes to life, ala::uring Ehem. We:

INTERCUT IJIÏH:

INT. VOGON SHIP BRIDGE .. SPACE

The Vogon Captain speaks inco uhe p.a. syscem. The BIJZZING
insecE has gotcen louder; he keeps sw¿cting ac ic.

AÈ a nearby console, ;he VOGON DnfOLiT:ON PROGRAIÍMER works
with his cômpucer, puzzled by ics åpParent malfunccioning.

VOGON CA.PîAIN
(into and over p.a. syscem)

Ascencion, this is Ëhe CapÊain
speaking. From our insÈrumenE
reaCings, I see we have hlrchhikers
on board agaln. Hello, hicchhikers,
I've had enough of chis free-Ioading
of ¡rours, so I'a coming to deal wigh
you personally t¡hile ¡¡e're c!earing
away rhe obsrruction EhaÈ has
materialized in our bypass touEe.

ile arras hir¡seli -*ich a fearsome rri-pronged bl:rsEer and
marches off che bridge, sEilI sr,¡atting ¿s Ehe j-nsect.

(coNT. )
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As Trillian works che compu
screens th¡E every cime she
Prog:anner changes :E bã.ck
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Èer. 'üre gee from che compucer
makea an adjusÈmenc, Ehe Vogon

co how ic ç.¡as.

I't{RV
(co Corapu

You blow up a
empty space, f

1aneE, make some
y chrough ic and r¡ind

IN
ter)
p
1

up somewhere jusr as horrible as
wherever you carne from. Or, yoll
don'! blow up Ehe planec, in which
case you nay have co visic che
wreÈched place. I h¿te planecs.

There !s ¿ sudden BANGING on the compucer roo¡n door

VOGON CA?TAIN
(o.s.)

0pen up! Resiscance is uselessl

ArÈh¡rr and Forci hold rhe door shut with their bodies, but a
l-¿ser biast cucs rhrough the door nexË to Ar.chur's head.

t Arthur and Ford
Èhe roo¡n. The c
ain Ehemselves o

jump back as rhe Vogon Captain cråshes inco
hree barrels of his blascer ¿uÈoEnacicalLy
ne each et Arthur, Ford ¿nd TrillLan.

Things look ¡ruly hopeless; rhe Vogon Captain continues co
slap ac Ehe BUZZING insecc ç¡ieh his free hand, ¿s:

VOGON CAPÎAIN

,"* "álii:'"ü:ilì as purcing you orr
Ehe ship didn'c do any good, I
sr¡ppose !'11 have co blasc you here.

He SL{PS ae Èhe fly again

Our SCREEN MOTION becomes SLOI^JER AND SLOI{ER as his
closer and closer ro the fly. 0ver Ë,his:

GUIDE
(v.o.)

Along wich causing najor alrera¡ions
in locaËion, imreidate surroundíngs
anC physical appearånce, incorrecE
use of che Inprobabiliry Drlve nay
also ceuse drascic changes in g!3g.

hand gecs

INi. TEASER BR.IDGE
rl

Through ¡he ç¡indow, the leasers (and Bor¿Iers)
Hâ¡\D bearing down on Ehea. lLrey SCRErI¡'Í .

3ee a GLAI'¡T
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EXT. TEÀSER SiiIP -- AR.OU}íD VOGON'S HEAÐ

For che firsc ci.oe, r.¡e now see chac ;he weird "p
Teasers h¿ve been fl;riag over is che Vogon Capce
anci che gianc Someching chasing Ehe now-nin!scul
and che equally Einy Teaser ship is in fact che
Vogon's Gi¿nc H¿nd misses che fly buc squashes b
Teaser ship and che c'n¡o missiles againsÈ Ehe Vog
gianc cheek. there is a nuclear explosion,

102

laneE" Ehe
in's head
e nissiles
fly. Tne
orh ¿he
on CapÈaln's

rNT. V0G0N COÌ'FUTER R00M (NORH.trL SIZE PERSPECTTVE)

Ar chis sLze, Ëhe nucle¿r explosion SOUNDS like a cin;r POP
and appears ås a small FL^å,SH 0F LIGHT. IÊ is sufficient Èo
knock Ëhe Vogon Capcain unconscious anci raise a bl^iscer.

Arthur, Ford and Trillian look ae each ouher, baffled buc
very happy abour chis rnysÈerious (¡o chen) Celiverance.
They shrug -- Trillian goes back ¡o working on Ehe conpurer.

I
1.¡'
l
a l{e conEi.nue Eo INTERCUT Trilli¿n's compucer r¡ich che Vo

Programrner's. Trillian makes rhe blinking line rise of
graphlc of Earch; che Vogon Prograrurer brings che line
across Êarth again. Trillf.an is becomíng upseE:

gon
f ¡he
right

TRILLIAI.I
I've goc a lock on the bypass
bu¡ I can'E seem co s¡abiLize

rouÈe,

MARVIN
(¡o Cornpucer)

are completely incapable of
appreeiating anyching we do for checl
and chen say soneÊhing miserabl;r
predicÈable like, "0h, chanks,
Ì'f¿rvin, " underes Èimacing our
inrelligence co Èhe poinÈ where they
chinl: r¿e chink chey mean ic

The rouEe line on che computrèr screen seccles scraighr
across che EsrEh graphic ¿s a councciown numbe¡ ricks away
beneath ic: 10 I ...8 ...

TRILLI.q.¡T
I don'c think r.¡e're going Eo riål-e
ii --

t4¡.RVIN
and since i¡e've been programrned

co obey Ehem, we h¿ve to puc up wich
every boring whirn Eh¿E occurg Eo
Èhem, not Èhat rve have anything
beEcer co do, r.¡hich is depressing --

(coNT. )
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TRILLIA}¡
Shut up, Marvin!

The couniciown number conÈinues Eo cick downr 5 4 ..'. 3

2 .., At ¡he lasc second, Trillian hics ¿t' corner key on
Ehe compuÈer. The rouce line wiggles above che Earch
graphic inscead of ;hrough it jusE ¿s che "1" disappears.

Trillian, ArEhur and Ford look ¿nxiously ouc che porchole.

EXT. EARTH Iiù SPA,CE .. VOGON COMPUTER ROOM PORTHOLE

Rays of mulcicolored lighc exÈend from che noses of the
Vo!¡on ships , lengchening in increoenÈs Èoward ¡he Earch.

MONTAGE OF EARTH:

EXT. DOLIIITO!¡¡¡ LONDON

EXî. JÀPAJ,IESE ÎEA GARDEN

EXT. IOWA CORNFIELD

The people in a1l rhece places took up- in awe Co see rainbow
light streuching ecross Èhe sky far, far above.

EXT. EARÎH II{ SPACE .. P.O.V. FROM VOGOIT PORTT{OLE

the mulclcolored rays of Llghr and a visible "otii" 
!¡ave

converge. in a line that benðs aÈ a rightr-?nglg qT+T.frorn the
E¿r¡h, shooËing chrough empËy 3Pace ¿nd finally-Eaclng away
Eo le¿ve Earth incacc and Èurning norrnally.

iNT. VOGON COT'æUTER ROOM -- SPACE

Hesicant co believe cheir success, ArËhur, ForC and Trillian
curn from che porthole co look ar che compuEer screen.

The line represenÈing che bypass routre shines steadily far
above Ehe no-longer-blinking graphic of Ear¡h

VOGON COMPUTSR
Bypass rouce escablished,

Silence firat. Then Arthur, Ford aad Trillian llltOOP '¿ich
iriuryh. Arthur hugs Trillian, reaches ouc Eo snag Ford as
v¡ell. Tnere is a bic of jr.:raping up and down.

Across che room, Marvin scill has his arm in che computer'
which ís sc¿rrlng io m¿ke a GRLI¡ÐLNG NOISE.

(coNT. )
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I{ARVIN
-- ¿nd thar's even oore depressing,
ily cheory oí life is uh¿g --

STOMPING FEET can be heard approaching in rhe corridor.
ARÎ'dUR

Noc Èo inEerrupc you, ì{arvin, buc
now rnight be che moment Eo le¿ve.

Ford quickly prog
Ehe oEhers Puc Eh

rams Èhe "thumb"; che inscanc he. finishes,
eir hands on it. t{arvín finelly lecs of

(coNT. )

Archur, Ford and Trillian m¿Eeriallze
cheir knees ç¡i¡h Marvin on rhe bridge

FORD
(gasps)

I.fhar happened b¿ck there?

go
che

gasping and choking on
floor

t

Ehe computer; Îrillian grabs his wris¡. lhe lighc on
"chunb" is scÍll red foi unmoving.

Suddenly, a LARGE CONTINGE¡{T OF VOGON CI¡ARDS appear in Ëhe
door:q¡av, blasEer¡ drawn. Our group freeze

VOGON CUARDS
ResisEance is uselessl

The GASPING and GAGGING geE worse. In ehe bl¿ckness, Ehe
"Ehunb" light blinks greãn, then dcmateriaLizes.

CUT TO:

INT. HEART OF COLD ERIDGE .. SPACE

Abruptly and for no apparenÈ re¿scin, the LIGH?S go ouc. l{e
hear Arrhur, Trillian, Ford and all che Vogoas GASP for air.

AETHUR
títrac is iÈ - - ?

TRILLIAN
I can'g breathe --

FORD
Hold onto the chr¡mb --

TRILLIA¡'
I don'Ë kno¡r, noEhing qre --

(gasp)
did shoulci've Eur:red off che lighcs
or ¿he oxygen --

II

(c0N1. )
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Zaphod is scill unconscious; Second Head frowns ç¡ich concern
aE somec,hing he rees ouc Ehe window.

SECOND HEAD
Gee, I hope Èhey're ¿lL insured.

The others curiousl.¡ look ouÈ the window co see:

EXT. VOGON FLEEÎ IN SPACE .. HEART OF GOLD $TINDOI{

The
gome
arÈ

s scill hover a¿ a iistånce from che Ear¡h, but
is happening. the ships' ouÈer lights fLicker

rcing ouc; che cr¿ft wobble and jerk in Eheir
flighc.
INT. VOGON SBIPS -. VARIOUS ROOMS -. MONTA-CE

The din glow of che emergenc¡r back-up lighcs are supplanced
by BRILLIA¡\T FLASHES as bank ¿frer bank of Vogon computers
EXPLODE.

EXT. VOGON FLEET IN SPACE

The shi.ps begin to bash inco each oeher like spacebor¡e
bumper cars, knocklng pieces ouc of each oÈher. ltris geEs
rnore ¿nd more violent until the ships begin esploding
alÈogether. FinaIly, Ehere are none lefc.
INT. HEART OF GOLD BRIDGE -. SPACE

Archur, Ford and Trillian are rr¡azed.

ARTÏ{UR
But whaÈ happened to ¡hem?

Ford and lrillian shrug helplessly.

¡,ÍARVIN
I explained rny theory of lÍfe co
rheir compucer and ic counitred
suicide.

Zaphod finally, woozlly opens hls eyes, rubs his he¿d,
glares blearily ac che others, ag¡

ARÎHUR
Marvin, you saved ¡he Earrhl

MARVIN
Big hair¡r deal.

(coNr. )
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onId
(s

ARÏHUR
lncere ly )
know how Eo ¡hank vou.

lRILLIAN
Oh, come on, no one håtes you.

ZAPHOD
Ido

He opens Marvin, geÈs a drink. Arthur eyes Zaphod
dubiously, decides Èo shake hands despice everyrhing.

!"ÍARVIN
Don'c bother, I know you don'E meln
iE. You hace me. Everyboriy haÈes
me.

ARTHUR
Liscen, chanks for everything
erell, almosE everything.

ZAPIIOD
(pleased with hi.nself)

Yeah, you could¡t ' E 've done Ít
without me.

Second Head gives Arthur a rnighEy Ehunp oa Ehe back.

SECOND HEAD
Ayyy ! !

Arthur shakes his hand, Eoo, a biE gingerly.
ARTHUR

Thank you, Èoo.

He Lurns to Trilllan, smiles wa:mly, nods for her to follow
hin for some prlvacy ouc Ëo:

INT. HEART OF GOLD CORRIÐOR -- SPACE

Trillian reEurns Arthur's smile, warnnly conspiracori¿I.

TRILLIAi{
ltell.

ARTHUR
WelI. Ready co go home?

T¡illian's smj.le r¡¡avers; Ehis isn'! r¡haE she expecced.

(coNT. )
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(coNT. )

TRTLL.lÀI{
Hone? Hor.¡ do you meen, exacclY?

.tRTHUR
You know, home. Back co Earth.

i{is sr¡riie .Êades in che ensuing at¡kward silence-

ARTHUR
(continuing)

You do want to go

TRILLlAN

nome don'E you?

hle ll , Yes , somedaY.
( s ilence)

Don'E misunderstand, ic makes all
che difference knowing iÈ's there to
go back co, but -- I mean, don'! Yog
wane co kaow whaL else Ls ouc, chere?

il noE ctrc
f

TRILLTA¡¡
You're responrible for saving
Earch. If you're noc cuE ouË
ghis , r¿ho is ?

Arthur sËårcs Èo consider Ehe possibility, stoPs hi-¡nself
They look åE each oEher wi¡h sad, Longing comprehension.

ARTHUR
(quiecly)

I'd just hoped
wiEh me.

you'd come back

llel1, yêe,
ouc for chi

ARTHUR
but -- I
s sort o

jusc
Èhing

,m

rhe
for

TRILLTAN
(nods,
quiecly)

I was hoping you'd come away wieh
fûe

ARTHUR
lrillian

TRILLIA¡{
Arthur.

She kisses hi¡n gencly, coucheg hlm in a
chen quickly goés back inco the bridge,
been j¡¿nding-in the doorrray -- wê c¿trtt

"soodbye" gesture,
pãssinÉ Foid, who's

c' cell for how long '

(coNr. )
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Arthur notices him,

I don'¿
yoll wenc
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smiles waniy

fi¡(.¡, il LJ t(
suppose Ehere's any chance
io cone back?

FORD
Thanks for aski
arEicle ro E.urn

û8, buc I've goE an
in.

I

I know.

He can'c arElculace

ARTHUR.
h'eII

ic; neicher can Ford.

FORD
Yeah, Look, I w¿ne you co cake
chis. In case you change your mind.

lle presencs Archur wich rhe "Ëhusrb." Arthur is surprised
and couched, buË r¿ancs Ford co clearly underscand:

ARTHUR
I'm not going co change rny nind --

FORD
! know, buc cake ic enyrüey.

CUT TO:

Ll{Î. COT.TNTRY I.ANE -. DAY

The Heart of GoId boarding rðinp rises ofi che ground behind
Archur, kickíng up våsÈ clouds of dusc in ics wake. Arihur,
holding Ëhe "Ehumb," shields his face ¿s he turns and waves
sk¡rard. The ship's shadow ripples across the lane briefly,
chen disappearr, leaving Ar¡hur alone.

Arthur looks around, takes a deep breach, less happy co be
here rh¿n he'd anricipaced. He forees hicnself to sEart up
the lane. We become Eqrare of che ROAR of bulldozers furcher
uP Ehe road, but Arthur doesn't quite register Ëhis yec. lie
is deuernined to appreciace being home:

ARTHUR
Ic really is beautiful. Ic'll be
good co be home. I'l! have a bach,
a cup of real cea anci --

He Eurns a bend in ¡he road, comes face to fssE wif,h:
t
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EXT. ARTHUR'S HOUSE -. DAY

there's nou rnuch lefC. Prosser's bulldozers have knockei
d;*n just ebouc, everyching and å5e now in che process oi
crushing che rubb!e.

Àrchur gapes: he'd forgoc:en abouc uhis.

ARTHUR
Ify home --

Prosser catches ArEhur's eye, grins wiCh a mixÈure of shame
and criumph.

PROSSER
Sorry, Mr' DenE, but You know how ic
is. -Bypasses have goc co be builc.

Arshur llËare3 aE Lhe wreckage, concemplates exploding, Ehen
seet Ehe "Ëhurnb" in his hand, comet co a decision.

)
ARTHUR

alrighr, lfr. Prosser, it's
house. PersPecËive, Ioü

That's
juac a
know.

Prosser
ArÈhur
remains

is nonplussed by ehis suddel change of a¡ricuCe'
i*nores-him. caoi che "Ehunb's" coñÈrols. the LI'GHT
Ieci. Archur flor¿ns in rising ciismay:

Z.IPH0Ð
(v. o. ,

disgus ced)
Oh, shiE,-che oonkey n¡anrg

ÀRTHUR
(concinuing)

Oh, God, chey can'E be gone yeE

But Èhe LIGHT remalns red. Crestfallen, Arthur walks away
dor¡n Che lane. Prosser Eurris b¿ck to his work; Arrhur has
his back Eo us when Èhere is a very slighr GLINT OF GREEN.
Ar¿hur demacerializes .

CUT 10

EXT. SPACE .- IiE¡.RT OF GOLD ABOVE EARÎH

The ship hovers
e\J¿y, ¿s :

over che E¿rch for ¿ momenÈ,, lhen flies

back.

(coNÎ. )
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The ship fLies
and further Eo

TRILLIAN
(v.o. 

'overj oyed)
Arthur !

ARTHUR
(v.o.,
."¡aEm)

Hello, Trillirn.
FORD

(v. o. )
ThaÈ was quick.

ARTHUR
(v.o. )

Yê9, alrlghcr ¡rou don'l need
so smug. I suppose I'n Jusc
Èo have co adJust to a toEal
no:malÍcy in my lÍfe.

¿o be
going
lack oft ,MARVIN

(v. o. )
Life, don'c Ealk Èo me about life.

away into che galaxy as ere PULL BåCK furcher
Èhe vier¡ of che universe thac began Ehe filn.

GUIDE
(v.o.)

ïhere is a cheory Èha¡ sËåles if
anyone dlscovers exaccly whaE uhe
Universe is for and why ic is here,
ic will instantly disaþpear and be
replaced by soruethÍ.ng even more
bizarre and inexplicable.

A-fcer a siLence:

GUTDE
(v.o.,

?here T:":ålËi:9).n"o'.', which sr¿Èes
chac thia has already happened.

The SCREEN ABRIIPTLY GOES BiJ,CK.ra
THE END


